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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 071532 
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TAGS: EAIR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: USG/FMG BILATERAL TALKS 
REF: A) LAGOS 3053. B) LAGOS 2273 

1 . IN VIEW EMBASSY'S RECOMMENDATION TO HOLD EARLY CIVAIR 
TALKS, WE PROPOSE TO HOLD NEGOTIATIONS WITH FMG STARTING 
MAY 16 IN WASHINGTON. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY 
TRANSMIT TO FMG NOTE ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: 

QUOTE.... AND HAS THE HONOR TO CONVEY TO THE FMG A PROPOSAL 
FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT DELEGATIONS REPRE- 
SENTING THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS MEET FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH A VIEW TOWARD REACHING A 
MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT. IT IS 
FURTHER PROPOSED THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS BE HELD FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 071532 

MAY 16 THROUGH MAY 20, 1977 IN WASHINGTON. (COMPLIMENTARY 
CLOSE). UNQUOTE 

2. EARLY NIGERIAN RESPONSE WOULD BE APPRECIATED SO THAT 
NECESSARY ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE. IF 
NIGERIANS AGREE TO DATES, WE NEED LIST OF THEIR DELEGATION. 
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3. DETAILED COMPARISON OF US AND NIGERIAN TEXTS IS 
UNDERWAY. WE HAVE ALREADY SPOTTED DIFFICULTIES WITH 
NIGERIAN TEXT RATE ARTICLE, CAPACITY ARTICLE, ARBITRATION 
CLAUSE, MULTIPLE DESIGNATION AND POSSIBLY OTHERS. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT 
OF POSSIBLE NIGERIAN POSITION WITH RESPECT TO THE 
FOLLOWING: WHAT ROUTE STRUCTURE WOULD NIGERIANS SEEK 
FOR THEIR OWN AIRLINE, AND WHAT ROUTES WOULD THEY BE 
WILLING TO GRANT TO THE US? WOULD THEY SEEK TO LIMIT 

US ACCESS TO INTERMEDIATE AND POINTS BEYOND LAGOS? WOULD 
SERVICE TO SOUTH AFRICA POSE DIFFICULTIES? WOULD 
NIGERIANS ACCEPT AGREEMENT ALONG LINES US TEXT WITH NO 
PREDETERMINATION CLAUSE? 

5. DEPARTMENT ADVISES UTMOST EMBASSY DISCRETION IN 
COLLECTING INFORMATION REQUESTED PARA 5 ABOVE. WE DO 
NOT WISH TO SIGNAL OUR CONCERNS TO NIGERIANS AT THIS 
TIME. IF INFORMATION CANNOT BE OBTAINED WITHOUT THE RISK 
OF TIPPING OUR HAND, EMBASSY SHOULD SO ADVISE DEPARTMENT. 


CHRISTOPHER 
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